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	STAGE 1 - OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR A RESEARCH GRANT




	General instructions

Applications are invited for funding of £40,000 - £215,000 over 1-3 years (preferably 3 years). Please also note that a maximum of £75,000 is available in any one year.
Applicants may match this funding with up to 100% of additional funding from their Institution or other funder towards their application, combining to create a total project budget of up to £430,000. Applicants are strongly encouraged to secure matched funding from an Institution or other source (for example, a Charitable Trust or Foundation or local charity) towards their application, in order that together we can increase the total levels of funding for brain tumour research in the UK. This is not a requirement, but will be taken into consideration when making final funding decisions, as outlined in our research strategy.
Principal applicants must hold an established NHS, academic or research post in the UK and already have a salary for the duration of the award. Though projects must be based in the UK, international collaboration is encouraged. Individuals may submit a maximum of two applications for which they are the Principal Applicant. The Principal Applicant’s institution will be the Host Institution for the grant.
This form should be read in conjunction with the information relating to the grant round on the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT) website, and with the SDBTT Terms and Conditions of Award for Research Grants, downloadable from www.braintumourtrust.co.uk/grantround. By applying for a grant, you confirm your acceptance of these terms and conditions.

Please enter your responses in the white areas of the form only. Please do not delete any part of the original form. 

An appropriate person (the ‘Senior administrative authority’) from the Institution must agree to the declaration at the end of this form confirming that the Institution supports the application. The Principal applicant and co-applicants must also agree to the declaration at the end of this form.

The deadline for the submission of outline applications is 12 mid-night on Wednesday 7 March 2012. Please note that deadlines are final, and we can not accept applications after mid-night on this date. Your outline application should be submitted as an MS Word document (ideally a .doc file) by email to research@sdbtt.co.uk. No paper copy is required.
We aim to knowledge receipt of your proposal within two working days.  If you do not receive such an acknowledgement, please get in touch. 

Assessment of Submissions

Your outline application will be assessed by our Grant Review and Monitoring committee (GRAM) primarily on the basis of: suitability of applicants and institution (expertise, environment and resources); scientific/clinical content and methodology; relevance to and potential impact for brain tumours. This is the only document that will be passed on to GRAM; please include CVs of applicants and letters of collaboration e.g. from tissue banks etc. within this document, and do not send any separate appendices. Principal Applicants will be notified of decisions in Mid-June 2012, when successful applicants will be invited to submit a full application at stage 2 for a deadline of Monday 13 August 2012. Following an opportunity for applicants to respond to peer review comments, we anticipate that funding decisions will be communicated to applicants in mid-February 2013, and projects should start within 6 months of this. These timings are subject to change.
Questions

If you have any queries about the form or grant round more broadly, please contact the Research Team at research@sdbtt.co.uk or on 01252 749990.



	Definitions

Principal Applicant
This is the “Principal Investigator” or equivalent, who will lead the project.  
Co-applicant 

Any person who is involved in the creation of the research application and who will be significantly involved in conducting the proposed research if the grant is funded.  
Co-funder

Certain specific organisations, as defined in any Award letter, who contribute financially to the funded research via SDBTT.
Matched funding

‘Matched funding’ is when an Institution or other funder (for example, a Charitable Trust or Foundation or local charity) pledges to make a financial contribution towards the proposed project if the grant is funded.

Total Project Budget

This equals the amount requested from SDBTT (in this application) + Matched funding offered. 




	1. Basic Application Information




	Title of Project (30 words max.)

	


	Length of project in years

	     

	

	2. Applicants and Host Institution



	Principal Applicant

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Job title
	

	Department
	

	Institution (and Host Institution for the purposes of this research)
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Full address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	


	Co-applicant 1 (if applicable)

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Role in application / project
	

	Institution
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Postal address at institution
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Fax Number
	


	Co-applicant 2 (if applicable)

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Role in application / project
	

	Institution
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Postal address at institution
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	


	Co-applicant 3 (if applicable) (copy and paste this table for further co-applicants if required)

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Role in application / project
	

	Institution
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Postal address at institution
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	


	Head of Department

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Position in Institution
	

	Institution
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone Number
	


	Senior administrative authority*

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Position at Institution
	

	Positions currently held at any other institution(s) (if applicable)
	

	Institution
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	*The Senior administrative authority is the Institute Secretary, Finance Officer or other appropriate official at the principal applicant’s institution who is authorised on behalf of the Institution to express its support of the Application, and who will administer any grant award.


	Research team and environment

Please summarise the background of the applicants and of the Host Institution, explaining their track record in research and how they are suited to undertaking the proposed project. 

Please limit your answer to a maximum of one page of A4.

	     


	CVs

Please add CVs of maximum two pages each in length at the end of this document for the Principal applicant and any co-applicants. Include current and prior appointments, recent publications (including those in press) and current grants.




	Please list all SDBTT grants that the Principal Applicant or Co-applicants have ever held or been involved in and indicate one key publication arising from each.

Please note: in order to be eligible to apply for grants in this grant round, applicants are expected to have published at least one peer-reviewed paper in a scientific journal from any previous SDBTT grants which finished more than two years ago. Please include copies of these publications.

	


	Has this or a very similar application been submitted to SDBTT before and not been funded? If so, please give the reference number.



	

	3. Proposal and costs



	

	Funding request, Matched funding and Total Project Budget

In your application you may request funding of between £40,000 and £215,000.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to secure matched funding from an Institution or other source (for example, a Charitable Trust or Foundation or local charity) towards their application. This is not a requirement, but will be taken into consideration when making final funding decisions. Matched funding may constitute up to 50% of the Total Project Budget i.e. Matched funding may be equal to or less than the Funding request. 

Any Matched funding included in your application should be additional funding, not currently allocated to brain tumour research. If you wish to include Matched funding in your application, you are asked to consider and explore this with your Institution at this stage. If your outline application is successful, any Matched funding will require evidence of a firm commitment in your subsequent full application.

The Total Project Budget comprises funding requested from SDBTT and any ‘Matched funding’ (see below) offered. We recognise that it may not be possible to precisely quantify any Matched funding or project costs at this stage, and therefore figures provided may be approximate.  If your application is successful at this stage, the Total Project Budget stated in your subsequent full application may vary by a maximum of +10% compared to that stated here. If any discrepancy is more than 10%, however, you will be expected to provide robust justification. You are asked to provide figures for Total Project Budget for the work described, along with the amount you are requesting from SDBTT and amount of Matched funding you expect to secure which comprise this.  At the full application stage a detailed budget will also be required.
Example

Total Project Budget = £300,000, comprised of £150,000 requested from SDBTT and £150,000 of Matched funding from your Institution. However, your Institution might wish to contribute only £85,000 to this Total Project Budget, in which case you would need to request the maximum of £215,000 from SDBTT, or reduce the Total Project Budget. 

Please give figures below for each of: Total Project Budget, funding request (this application) and Matched funding.  
Indirect costs or any other costs which we do not fund should not be included within these (see our Terms and Conditions of Award for Research Grants for details). 



	Total Project Budget (£)

(equals Funding request plus Matched funding)
	

	Funding request (from SDBTT) (£)

(greater than or equal to Matched funding)
	
	Matched funding (from Institution or other funder) (£)

(equal to or less than Funding request)
	

	Percentage of Total Project Budget from SDBTT 

(i.e. represented by funding request)
	
	Percentage of Total Project Budget from Institution or other funder (i.e. represented by Matched funding)

	

	

	Summary of proposal in lay language (300 words max.)

Please ensure this summary is written so as to be understood by the general public.  It should encompass the background, purpose, plan of the research, and relevance to people with brain tumours.

	     


	Outline of proposed research for scientific assessors
This should include:

· Brief background to proposal and outline of previous work you have undertaken in this field

· Hypothesis / aims / reasoning behind proposal / originality in brief
· Relevance to and potential impact for brain tumours in brief
· Study design and methods of research – include: use of patients/animals; clinical/laboratory techniques; procedures and data analysis. This should be in sufficient detail for our Grant Review and Monitoring committee to understand what is proposed.
Please include a list of relevant references in the format of first author (et al) and title - hyperlinks to the relevant articles online are encouraged. The box will expand as you type. You may include figures embedded in the text if you wish. 
NB this section (including instructions, excluding references) must not exceed three pages of A4. Please do not change the font or font size and do not include an appendix.

	

	NB this section (including instructions, excluding references) must not exceed three pages of A4. Please do not change the font or font size and do not include an appendix.


	Suggestions of and / or requests to exclude peer reviewers

If your outline application is successful, you will be asked to submit a full application at stage 2, for which full peer review will form part of the assessment. You are invited (but not obligated) to nominate up to five reviewers who can be academics from anywhere in the world and have particular expertise in this area of research, making them qualified to assess your application critically. You should not nominate individuals with whom you have a close collaboration, with whom you have worked previously, who work at your institution, with whom you have published in the last 5 years, or with whom you are likely to have a significant conflict of interest e.g. close friends etc. for any other reason.  We may use all, any or none of these reviewers at our discretion. If there are any reviewers you would like us not to use, please also list these, explaining briefly why.  



	Are there any peer reviewers you wish to nominate?

	

	Are there are peer reviewers you wish to exclude? If so, please briefly explain why. This will remain confidential.

	


	Question for marketing purposes

Where did you hear about this grant round? Please indicate your answer using an ‘x’ and provide further details where applicable.

	Letter / Email from SDBTT
	SDBTT Website
	Journal ad  (Neurooncology)
	Journal ad (British Journal of Cancer)
	Journal ad (Nature Reviews Cancer)
	Other (please specify below)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Where would you normally look for / find suitable funding opportunities advertised?

	


	
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust Data Protection Statement

Information that you supply to the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT) in connection with this application (which includes all information sent to SDBTT that relates to your grant application) will be: used to process your application and for the purpose of audit and / or evaluation; disclosed to external peer reviewers, some of whom may be based outside the EAA; shared with Co-funders. It may also be passed to other potential funders. All parties with whom this is information is shared will be required to keep it in confidence. SDBTT may publish basic details of successful grant applications (e.g. on its website or in its Annual Report). SDBTT may also release details of successful applications (including your name and employing institution, the project title and the summary of proposal for scientifically qualified assessors and lay summaries of the research) into the public domain (e.g. via the internet or publicly accessible databases). SDBTT may contact you about other award schemes and initiatives that may be of interest to you, or for your views on its funding schemes and application processes.  If you would prefer not to receive further communications please let us know.  The information you provide will be held securely in accordance with SDBTT’s internal policy and the Data Protection Act 1998.  In addition, when SDBTT shares the information you provide with Co-funders, it requires the details to be held under similar terms, securely in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. For more details please contact us.



	CVs

Please append CVs of maximum two pages each in length here for the Principal Applicant and any Co-applicants. These should include current and prior appointments, recent publications (including those in press) and current grants.




	Letters of collaboration

If you have identified any collaborators who are not co-applicants, you should insert their letters of support here.




	Undertakings

I the (name typed below) confirm that I (and all those providing personal information in the application) have read and understood the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust Data Protection statement above.

I have not changed, added to or deleted from (with the exception of the template CV) the text in any of the instruction or question boxes in this Application Form.

I confirm that I have read, understood and accept the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT) Terms and Conditions of Award for Research Grants. I have read and approve this completed application form. If granted, the work will be accommodated and administered in the department/institution in accordance with the grant conditions. I also confirm that there are no existing matters which would be a breach of any conditions which have not been brought to your attention in writing.

I understand that if the provision of any false or inaccurate information in this application would be considered very seriously and may result in disqualification of the application. To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this application is accurate and complete.



	
	Name
	Date

	Principal Applicant
	
	

	Co-applicant 1
	
	

	Co-applicant 2
	
	

	Co-applicant 3
	
	

	Head of Department
	
	

	Senior administrative authority – on behalf of the Host Institution
	
	

	

	Your outline application should be submitted as an MS Word document (ideally a .doc file) by email to research@sdbtt.co.uk by a strict deadline of 12 mid-night on Wednesday 7 March 2012. No paper copy is required.
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