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NEWS RELEASE
JONNY WILKINSON KICKS OFF NEW RESEARCH INTO CHILD BRAIN TUMOURS

Rugby International and Newcastle Falcons star, Jonny Wilkinson, is to launch a major new national study into childhood brain tumours at Newcastle University.

Funded by the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust1, the research aims to improve understanding of a tumour called medulloblastoma, which is the most common malignant brain tumour in children, and lead to more suitable and appropriate treatment for sufferers. Brain cancer is now the UK’s biggest childhood cancer killer, with over 400 children diagnosed with a brain tumour every year. 

The study will trial a new UK-wide system for testing tumour samples ​and investigating a range of biological characteristics on a routine basis2. It will build on earlier breakthroughs at the University, which have pinpointed characteristics of the tumour that could help to determine the severity of an individual child’s cancer. 
The new project will look at whether it could be possible to improve diagnosis and tailor treatment for individual patients. Other research funded by the charity has shown that aggressive treatment for brain cancer can reduce quality of life in those who survive, and so identifying those with a less severe form of the disease could mean that aggressive treatments could be avoided in these cases.    
Paul Carbury, CEO of the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, said: ‘Having received a fraction of the funding of higher profile cancers, there is still much research to be done to understand the make-up of brain tumours. Whilst our charity is trying to redress the balance, this situation often results in children receiving very invasive and toxic therapies that in themselves can affect their quality of life and chances of survival. This vital piece of research will investigate the prospect of providing a more detailed diagnosis according to the characteristics of the tumour, which could lead to children being given treatments that are tailored to them, significantly improving their prognosis.’

Dr Steve Clifford, lead researcher on the new project, said: ‘The new study marks an exciting development in seeking to improve the diagnosis and treatment of children with brain tumours. I am grateful for the continued support we have received from the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, and am delighted that our partnership is producing results with potential benefits for patients.’
Jonny Wilkinson, who is to hand over a £44,000 cheque to Newcastle University at an event in the city, became the charity’s patron in 2004 after a relative and a young fan died from a brain tumour:

 ‘I am proud to be a Patron of the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, and to be supporting further research into this devastating condition. This is the second time I’ve launched a new research study at Newcastle University, and it’s great to hear that the work being done here is producing real breakthroughs.’
The Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust is the biggest brain tumour charity in the UK, and currently spends around £750,000 per year on much-needed research in the area. The Trust was set up in 1996 by Neil and Angela Dickson, whose daughter died from a brain tumour at the age of 16. 

-Ends-

Notes to Editors
1. The Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT) exists to find a cure for childhood and adult brain tumours through funding research, as well as offering support, hope and information to patients and their carers. SDBTT has become the largest single funder of laboratory based brain tumour research in the UK. They have been leading the fight against this terrible disease for 11 years; their vision is to find a cure for all brain tumours.  Their aims, over the next three years, are to establish a world class research programme to see a step change in the desperate lack of funding for new treatments, to tackle the inequalities that brain tumour patients face in accessing promising new therapies and to increase the number of specialists working in the brain cancer field.

2. The new study that Jonny is launching will involve the analysis of tumour samples from around 50 children newly-diagnosed with medulloblastoma from across the UK over the next 12 months. When they have surgery to remove the tumour, a sample will be sent to researchers at the University of Newcastle to be tested for a number of molecular and physical features of the tumour. This study will for the first time include a test for the protein beta-catenin, which was found to relate to the severity of the tumour in previous research funded by the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust. This work will lead the way for two European clinical trials expected to start next year.
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Jonny Wilkinson will hand over a cheque for £44,000 to Dr Steve Clifford, lead researcher on the new project at a special event to be held at:  Seminar Room, Northern Institute for Cancer Research, Newcastle University, The Medical School. Framlington Place, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE2 4HH.
Case studies will also be available to be photographed.  

For media enquiries , please call Louise Evans on 07891 242476 or 01252 725346
